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life, work, and the scientific formulation of historical laws. Only historical materialism can be
considered as a true scientific sociology, because it understands the laws of the dialecti-
cal development of society and culture, while at the same time explaining their concrete his
tarical meaning.? Marxist sociology does not stop with mere analysis as the only means of
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24 Tha Adnear on wna of the strests of Paris

Figure 2.1 Wustration o Louis Husrt Physiolagie du flaneur 11581),
Reprod.caa by permession of tha Rare Book and Manuscript Library
Butier Library, Columbin University, New York

the century, far carlier than is usually ailowed, and his fortunes rise
and fall in particular historical circumstances.

A dictionary of ‘popular’ usage from 1808 defines ‘Un grand
flaneur’ as ‘a lazybones, a loafer, a man of insufferable idleness,
whe doesn't know where to carry his trouble and his boredom’.?
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